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FIVE QUESTIONS we must all know the answer to
…or we’ll keep searching

Most of us could probably list basic truths that we believe are important, even if we think there are no 
lasting truths. Many of these simplistic truths like “take care of yourself for no one else will”, could 
probably be condensed into simple actions of self-survival such as maintaining a basic diet, job or pleasing 
(get along, go along) behavior.  Sadly, most people live through their lives without asking themselves 
seriously just what are the most important things, substituting behavior that will get them the through the 
day or circumstance in the least personally hurtful manner.  Any serious contemplation normally ends up 
being rationalized away, or too disturbing to study.  So an attitude such as “eat, drink and be merry for 
tomorrow we may not be here” takes over. In this process of trying to answer these important questions, 
most people give up and retreat into a world of denial, accepting an alternate answer that will not truly 
fulfill. The temptation tor escaping into sometimes harmful behaviors (or addictions) to avoid answering 
these questions can easily take over. 
This effectively means that most folks are basically, “existentialists” based on the premise that there are no 
absolute, preexisting truths that define us. We must then ultimately define for ourselves what the “answers 
to life” are and make accommodations to pursue and obtain them. Basically, whatever “is” is and we must 
simply react to it.
This short paper will counter this belief with the declaration that there are indeed basic questions that we 
all struggle to define. Thankfully, there are timeless truths that answer these foundational questions. 

Here are the questions that everyone will ultimately ask and either answer or suppress.

1. The question of origin.  Where did I originally come from?  Am I a random accident of space, 
energy, plus time or was I somehow ordained to be here?

2. The question of purpose.  Do I have a reason for living? Why am I existing now at this point 
of time?

3. The question of morality.  How should I live? What is “right” and “wrong”?  Do I make up my 
own rules, or is there a transcending moral code that I should obey?

4. The question of what’s basically wrong.  What’s wrong with me, my family, my friends, my 
environment, just about everything?  Why is everything so messed up?  And the corollary answer 
being what would start making things basically coherent?  Or differently stated: Is there a solution 
to this problem?

5. The question of destiny.  Is there a future for me besides what I can see?  Is there an eternity?  
Should I care about anything, but the immediate future?

I maintain that we all wrestle with these basic questions at one time or another, some of us much more that 
others.  The questions don’t go away with time.  They must be dealt with for they define how we will live 
our lives, how we interrelate with others and what we do with the one resource we do have some control 
over-OUR TIME.
In answering these questions I will address them using questions and answers that I and others have been 
put together over the years, a type of “catechism”.  I am the director of Children’s Ministry International 
and we have put together a curriculum using the “Catechism for Young Children” to answer these life 
questions.
Catechisms were given to us because we all have lots of questions, to break down the word “catechism” 
into two parts “cat” or down (we get the word “catacomb” from it) and “ech” or sound (we get the word 
“echo” from it.  So we get the word “catechism” as “sound down”.  A question is asked and a meaning is 
sounded down, usually to be remembered.  If a series of questions relating to each other and becoming 
increasingly more complex are asked a whole philosophy or living can be built.  Religion has taken this 
seriously to list basic questions and replying with basic answers from a higher authority.  For Christianity 
that is the Bible.
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Question #1: What is our Origin?
“Where are you from?”, is a common question people ask each other on their first meeting.  It helps set 
the stage in finding common ground, points of interest and further conversation.  To receive an answer of, 
“I don’t know”, would seem quite incredulous.  Yet when going beyond saying what your current address 
is or your family origin is “Italian or Japanese” people are often unsure how to answer.  Since human 
evolution has been the “scientific answer” since Darwin to origin of the human species, many people, 
especially those who do not believe in a supernatural God would subscribe to the theory that we evolved 
from lesser beings over time.
The normal arguments for the theory of evolution center around similarities between species, observable 
change over time within a species (micro-evolution), fossil layers that have different organisms, mutations 
or similarities of DNA and embryos.  But the very arguments used for evolution can also argue against 
macro (between species of) human evolution: the very origin of DNA, the vast complexity of the cell, the 
lack of transitional species or the fragility of mutations.  Although most secular scientists believe in human 
evolution, alternative theories continue to poke holes in it. “Something cannot come from nothing, so 
perhaps there were interventions from outside our planet that speeded up the progress, an extraterrestrial 
visit?”, could be an explanation. But it takes a leap of faith that evolutionist claim is the basis of any 
argument against their own. Is human, macro-evolution (between species) really credible or is it just 
a theory, like “Intelligent Design,” “Big Bang Theory,” or “Biblical Creationism?”  All theories have 
evidence that support them, how much credible evidence is enough is determined by the proponent (or 
denied by the antagonist).
But after the many arguments, the question remains: Are we an accident, molded by time, energy and 
chance or were we specifically made by God?  Some might argue that there is a middle road, accepting 
Intelligent Design superimposed over a long process of evolutionary change, but the basic question is still, 
“Is God involved” or is it a slow, random process over time? Were we in God’s mind before the foundation 
of the universe (Ephesians 1:4 found in the New Testament) or just a glob of cells birthed from another 
mammal. The answer to this question has many consequences to most other “big” questions of life.
The “Catechism for Young Children” first written in the mid-19th century by a Presbyterian Sunday School 
teacher was compiled to assist children know what and why they believe. Its first question is “Who made 
you?”  The simple answer is “God”. The picture from my ministry, Children’s Ministry International 
(CMI) (www.childministry.com) uses is this:

Who

made
you?

God.

Notice the “triune” nature of the bright cloud, (Father, Son and Holy Spirit).  Throughout the Old Testament 
God is associated with a cloud as Jehovah God appeared in a pillar of cloud by day (Exodus 13:21}, also 
God’s presence in Sinai confronting the army of Pharaoh and over the Tabernacle. Throughout Psalms 
(Psalm 104:3) and in other Old Testament writings God’s power and magnificence are displayed as a cloud 
(Job 37:15, Jeremiah 4:17).  We see this again in the New Testament, clearly in Revelation 1:7, with God 
coming with the clouds and in Matthew 24:30 with Christ’s coming again which parallels with Christ’s 
ascension in a cloud (Acts 1:9).  So to assist children and adults know of the power and presence of God 
the Triune cloud is used. 
The symbol of a hand for “made” shows that God made man differently than He did the rest of creation, 
which He spoke into creation.  With man, God took the dust from the ground and breathed life into the 
man (Genesis 2:7).  This was God’s highest, distinctive (in the image of God) creation (Genesis 1:27).  No 
other creature or thing did God make in His image only man and woman.  Genesis 1:27 explains it so well 
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and could solve much of the raging “gender wars” currently raging in our culture.  “God created man in 
His own image; male and female He created them,” Genesis 1:27. There are only two genders: male and 
female.  

God

image,

male

created
man

female He
created
them.

and

in
His
own

GENESIS 1:27

We see from the beginning that God created all things, He brought order out of disorder. In Genesis 1:31 
it says that God saw everything He had made, and behold, it was “very good.”  Not just good, but very 
good.  God is a builder of good things.  What God builds has purpose, it is not disorderly, but methodical.  
We see this right away in the way God brought it all together in a specific order.  First bringing light, then 
separating the water from the land, creating light in the heavens, then vegetation on the earth, then living 
creatures to be in and above the earth and in the sea. The animals were then made to live on the earth. 
God’s last thing He created was man and gave the first humans a job to be “fruitful and multiply and fill 
the earth.  And all along the way after each day it was “good”, not bad, not evil, but good. 
What does it mean to be made in the image of God?  Humans were made very different than the rest 
of creation. Think first about what we as humans do differently than the animals all around us.  We 
don’t merely survive, we worship (the Creator or His creation), We saw this earlier by the fact that God 
“spoke” everything else into creation, but with humans He formed them, the man first from dust and then 
a woman from the body of man.  Why the difference? Animals must survive, they have an instinct to do 
this, but beyond this they are very limited.  Something is missing. Is it just emotion, intellectual capacity 
or strength to destroy enemies and alter the environment? But humans have a fascination with what they 
cannot see and fully understand: the metaphysical.  They think about the unexplainable and with this God 
and eternity.  Sadly, we see everyday the evil and destruction that humans can do, we sometimes say such 
people are acting like “brutal animals”.  The ramifications of this will be covered in question #4 (What 
has gone wrong?).
Being made in the image of God means the ability to do “good” things.  Only humans can truly worship 
something other than themselves. Only humans can love people they have never met, wish and hope for 
the best in others.  Only humans can truly forgive others; being merciful to their enemies, and serving 
others without demanding something in return.  Only humans write books showing profound wisdom, 
put others before themselves willingly, create governmental systems based on protecting the rights of all-
weakest to the strongest, build hospitals to cure the sick, so many acts of mercy and benevolence.  As our 
culture charts an independent course of autonomy away from God, we have created many other ways to 
define ourselves by personal choice.  The result is uncertainty. God is not a God of confusion.
The above verse says “male and female” He created them. It is an act of defiance to claim we are something 
God did not create us to be.  We reap the consequences of confusion as boys and girls, young men and 
women strike out to define themselves based on their own changing definitions which brings further 
confusion, despair and ultimately rebellion against the created order.  
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Question 2:  What is our purpose in this life?
It seems that everything has a purpose from a hammer to a human. We were made to do something.  
But what? Everyone, no matter how specifically endowed, or assisted along the way, or given a job to 
complete, will eventually ask, “What is this all about?”  “Why was I born?”  “Is this enough?” And often 
at the end of one’s life, “Did I do it, did I complete what I was set here to do?” 
Is being alive simply all about survival, trying to build a safe place to protect myself and family. Or am 
I just an economic being, born to make money and spend it on things, accumulating as much as possible 
so I can spend it on myself and family?  In that line of thinking, I am only working on a worry-free 
retirement where I can relax and do what I want to do.  Or am I here to serve other people as a doctor, 
minister, engineer, counselor or other giving profession thinking always about serving others and never 
about myself. If I can’t find a purpose, then maybe being alive is just to have fun, amuse myself with 
other people, things, sports, food, books, politics, power, sex, drugs and/or whatever brings me pleasure-a 
purely hedonistic human.  Perhaps my purpose is just simply being occupied, too busy to contemplate, just 
staying busy about anything-I sense it’s wrong to be idle, so I do things, lots of things.
In the not too distant past (and even in many countries today), people didn’t have much time to meditate 
about the purpose of life because simple existence was so difficult, and looking for the next meal or shelter 
consumed their waking hours. In this case, what their relatives or communities told them was enough, be 
it a simplistic religion or trying to keep their family alive.  This pattern of behavior still exists today for 
many. But in the post-Industrial Revolution, computer age society we have been given leisure time, we 
have time to think and contemplate.  We ask, “Am I on the right track?”  “How am I doing compared with 
others?”  Very popular articles on the internet or magazines give guideposts and measurement instruments 
in how we are doing compared with others in our neighborhood, socio-economic class, or even world.  
Are we where we should be by age 30, 40, 50 or retirement age compared to the “norm”. Others set our 
goals (or norms) and we wonder if we are making them.  What do you use as a measurement of how you 
are doing with your purpose in life?
In our five part “The most important questions” catechism, the logical follow-on question coming off our 
first question of origin should them be: “Why did God make you and all things?” It is the question of life’s 
purpose.  If you have absolutely no interest in God or anything not material (that you cannot feel, see or 
taste) you probably have already dismissed this line of thought.  But let me put you in your bed, just as 
you are gaining consciousness in the early morning and facing another bewildering day of doing “stuff” 
towards some unsatisfying goal.  You ask “God, if you did make me and I’m not just a random bunch of 
cells, what am I here for?” 

Why

did
God

make

you

all

glory.
Fo

r His own
and

Why would an almighty God who has everything, desire for us to glorify Him? Does He have an ego that 
requires constant stroking? To understand why our meaning in life should revolve around us “glorifying” 
we need to understand the consequences if we do not.  As Augustine the great theologian of the late 4th 



5

and early 5th century said, “You (God) have made us for Yourself, …..and our hearts are restless until they 
rest in You.”  What resonates in every human is a “God-shaped” desire to worship something to give us 
meaning.  The search for meaning can only be found in our perfect maker- God.  Anything else that we 
strive to define ourselves by, will ultimately fail us.  
God is all knowing and perfect.  By being made in His image He has given us desire to have an ability to 
“build” or create. But, what we build can consume us if done for the wrong motives (pride, lust, power 
for example).  However, when we commit to God the desires of our heart He will give those desires to 
us (Psalm 37:5-6).  Why? Because we are desiring to “glorify” or give the credit to our Creator, who has 
changed our hearts to serve His purposes.
There are many verses that demonstrate what our life purpose should be, I Corinthians 10:31, “So whether 
you eat or drink. Or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.” This Bible verse clearly shows that it 
doesn’t matter what we do from the most basic activity like eating or drinking, yet we are to do them to 
the glory of God.  It is God who provides the harvest so we can eat and liquid from fruits or skies to drink.

or
drink

do it all

So whether you

eat
PAINTPAINT

or whatever

do,you

of

G .od

fo
r the glory

I 10:31CORINTHIANS

There are many verses in the Bible, that could be listed as “life verses” guiding us in our daily activities, 
this is certainly one of them. Reminding us that all activities are under God’s control.  God is omnipotent  
(all powerful) and omnipresent (everywhere present) along with being omniscience (all knowing).  When 
we finally realize this, we must admit that everything we do is ultimately controlled (the outcomes) by 
Him.  If we desire to do the right thing, at the right time, in the right way we must give God the credit.  
Then God certainly works through us, manifesting His power.  We shine the “glory” back on Him, so that 
others see and follow our examples as outlined in the Bible.  Until we realize and live this truth out, we 
will be controlled by our own selfish actions.  Our purpose in life will be muddied by our selfish sinful 
desires. God will not be glorified.
How can we know that we are glorifying God?  First of all, are we “trusting” that God will make Himself 
known in our lives.  As Christians we know that God has spoken directly to us by the written word of 
the Bible. As we will begin to more and more seek His will and not our own, the Bible will speak louder 
and louder to us.  The outcomes of our actions will have His stamp and not ours on it-that means we are 
glorifying God. One of those “life verses” I listed above is: “Trust in the Lord with all of your heart, and 
do not lean on your own understanding.  In all your ways acknowledge (or glorify Him) and He will make 
your paths straight,” Proverbs 3:5-6.
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Question #3:  What is our morality?
In answering a question like: “What is moral and what is immoral?”, we are asking “With what guide should 
we live?”  Just what is right and what is wrong?  The Nazis during the Second World War thought they 
were right in eliminating six million Jews and several more millions of “undesirables” (Gypsies, Catholics, 
Soviet POWs, Slavs, mentally ill, political prisoners among others) they considered “sub-human”.  Under 
the dictatorship of Mao Zedong (40-80 million victims) and Joseph Stalin (7 ½ million victims) along 
with many of their followers, they  thought it was perfectly acceptable to eliminate enormous numbers of 
people who disagreed with them (even fellow-communists). In world history- religion, ethnic differences, 
desires to expand empires and ideologies have and continue to kill millions or persecute millions more. 
The perpetrators with zeal and righteousness have invoked their god(s), tribe or “rightness” to justify the 
killings or savage treatment of their enemies.
Are there absolute standards and principles for behavior or are all of our actions simply based upon the 
circumstances we find ourselves in? Is it just the environment we are in that determines our behavior, or 
are there universal standards of right and wrong behavior that should always guide us?
Almost everyone agrees we should not punish an innocent person, steal something from another that 
doesn’t belong to us, deliberately lie, hurt or kill a person because we desire something from them.  Where 
do we get such morality, is it instinctual, taught or an unchanging truth?  Does God stamp a basic morality 
on us all that we perfect in studying His perfect will? Or even more importantly, has God given us a clear 
standard of right and wrong that transcends cultures?
Most of us know that God gave Moses “Ten Commandments” for people to live by.  They were not 
“suggestions” but commandments. It is called the “Moral Law” by many.  The first four commandments 
are about our duty (relationship) to God and the last six commandments about our duty to our fellow 
human. But was it just for the ancient Israelites and doesn’t have a real application today? We saw in 
our last question about life’s purpose, that God created us to glorify Himself.  To glorify God means to 
acknowledge that He is God in all that happens in our and other people’s lives.  He rules and overrules in 
all things.  If that is so, then to answer this question about morality we should ask, “How can we glorify 
God?”  The answer from our catechism is, “By loving Him and doing what He commands.”  

How

can

glorify

G ?od

you

By

loving

and

doing
Him

what

He commands.

If we find out that our ultimate purpose in life is to truly glorify God in all we do, we have assented to His 
being our guide and mentor.  Since He has made the world and holds it together, we should love Him as 
we would a kind, merciful father.  God has called us to obedience, obedience to His revealed will as found 
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in the Bible.  Jesus on many occasions asks His followers and others, “Why do you call me ‘Lord, Lord,’ 
but do not do what I say,” Luke 6:46.  It would be like turning your back and cursing a doctor who has 
just saved your life and is telling you to give up a lifestyle that was responsible for you life-threatening 
condition.
A clearer verse would be, “If you love Me, you will obey my commandments’, John 14:15. Love should 
be a great motivator for obedience.  This combined with the knowledge that we are dealing with a perfect 
God who makes no mistakes should further convince us to obedience. But ask anyone and they will tell 
you that “obedience” is difficult for several reasons.  First, our impulsive desire to do it our way. We then 
can take the credit for our success. Second, we often don’t fully understand (or don’t want to understand) 
the commandment, interpreting it in a way that benefits our own desires and aims.

If

you

love

you

Me,

what

I command.
A4-M7

will

obey

JOHN 14:15

To encourage obedience to our Lord’s words, let us look at the “Golden Rule”, which says in the Bible, 
“So whatever you wish that others would do to you, do also to them for this is the Law and the Prophets,” 
Matthew 7:12.  Such behavior calls for wisdom in knowing what our true needs are and not abusing others 
by requiring them to do what we would never do to ourselves.  We all want to be respected, dealt with 
honestly and safely to pursue our life work.  Yet too many times we do act towards  others what we desire 
for ourselves.  Nevertheless, the “Golden Rule” is straight forward and easy to understand.
When Jesus Christ was asked what is the most important commandment of all, He replied, quoting from 
the Old Testament book of Deuteronomy chapter 6, “The most important commandment is, ‘Hear, O 
Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. And you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and 
with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength,” Mark 12:30.  And then followed 
up with, “The second is this: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.  There is no other commandment 
greater than these,” Mark 12:31.  What Jesus did was summarized the first four commandments in the 
Ten Commandments by loving the Lord with all our heart, soul, mind and strength; and the second six 
commandments by saying “love your neighbor as yourself” (an abbreviated “Golden Rule”).
As in the second important question in this article about our purpose in life (God making us to glorify 
Him), we see the direct tie in to knowing Him so that we can love Him fully with all of our senses.  
This is a supernatural act, as we will more and more see what the ultimate answer to most of these five 
life questions.  We must pray that God will give us the heart, mind and strength to believe (emotion, 
intellect and will) otherwise our old nature of self-gratification will take over and we will slide back into 
indifference or simple unbelief.   
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Question # 4  “What is basically wrong?”
We don’t have to be conscious for too long to begin wondering, “What is the matter with things around 
me?”  Individuals, groups of people and nations act cruelly to each other;  families, relationships and 
things constantly break, storms create some unseen force cause immense damage almost everyday, it 
seems that things are getting worse all over. 
Before the First World War in many parts of the world there was a popular view being given more and more 
credence that things and people were getting better and better. An optimism was growing that a peaceful, 
prosperous  tomorrow was just around the corner that would affect everyone.  The Industrial Revolution 
had spawned vast numbers of new inventions and techniques that were improving the majority of people’s 
lives, not only in medicine, but working conditions. The majority of jobs like subsistent agriculture were 
changing rapidly and becoming routinized with recreational rewards.  Worldwide problems such as 
extreme poverty and illiteracy were being eradicated as nations cooperated with each other. Science was 
“King” and the “Savior” for the future, as ignorance and avarice were quickly being eliminated. 
Then something awful happened: The Great War (20 million deaths), followed by the Great Depression 
and then the Second World War (53 million deaths), followed by the Cold War and then the War on 
Terrorism and COVID.  Economic uncertainty and war among nations appear to be the normal condition 
of people and nations. What is going on?  Jesus Christ said there will be  “wars and rumors of wars” until 
the end of time, Matthew 24:6-7. 
As we saw in our last question, God has given us a set of rules (the Ten Commandments for example) that 
if followed bring peace, true happiness and order to our confused minds. Individuals too often believe 
they can define their own “right and wrong” watching their lives spin out of control.  Many people used 
to define bad behavior as “sin”, or (as our Children’s Catechism defines it) “lack of conformity unto or 
transgression of the law of God”.  If we ignore the standards and rules God has outlined for us-disaster 
follows.
“Sin” is an antiquated word for many of us.  People smile, thinking “how quaint and simplistic” and then 
jokingly say “I am a great sinner” snickering at the incredulity of it.  Surely no one believes this stuff, they 
reason. Words such as “neurosis”. “anti-social behavior”, “lack of moral development”, “co-dependency” 
or simply “disease” (that is curable as are all the other definitions of bad behavior) and hundreds of 
other words have replaced “sin” so as not to put a stigma of moral condemnation on the person(s).  Even 
suggesting that something could actually be “evil” is defined away as some sort of psychological malady 
that the right drug or therapy can ultimately cure. 
Christianity, however, defines “sin” as our disobedience to the revealed will of God.  It can be identified 
and dealt with, but it first needs to be accepted as a fact.     
Our catechism has answers that are normally rejected out of hand, but explain what is has happened in 
the past and is happening today.  Christianity defines “sinful nature” that we all inherit as “Original Sin”.  
Yes, we all have it and it the result of our first parents initial disobedience to God’s clear command in the 
Garden of Eden.  

Original
sin.

What
is that

sinful
nature which we

inherit from
Adam called?
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There are many verses throughout the Bible starting in Genesis 3 that explain how we are all affected by 
this “Original Sin” of our first parents.  This is why again and again the Prophets of the Old Testament and 
Jesus Christ and the Apostles in the New Testament said that we must “repent” (agree with God that we 
have sinned) and turn from our wicked ways. If we keep quiet and ignore the sin in our own hearts we will 
be like King David after his sins of adultery and murder. “For when I kept silent, my bones wasted away 
through my groaning all day long.  For day and night your hand was heavy upon me”, Psalm 32:3-4. But 
then King David repented and said, “I acknowledged by sin to you, and I did not cover my iniquity, I said, 
”I will confess my transgressions to the Lord,’ and you forgave the iniquity of my sin,” Psalm 32:5. What 
a relief to have this “sin” burden removed.
In the book New Testament Book of Romans, chapter 3, verses 10-12 (quoting from the Psalm 53), “No 
one is righteous, no not one; no one understands; no one seeks for God. All have turned aside; together 
they have become worthless; no one does good, not even one.” 

Romans3:10

for

God.

no one does good,

All have turned aside;

together they have

become worthless;

no one seeks

no not one;

not even one.

No one is righteous,

?
no one understands;

G .K. Chesterton, the great Christian writer and philosopher of the early 20th century said it so well, 
“Original Sin is the only doctrine that’s been empirically validated by 2000 years of history….Certain 
new theologians dispute original sin, which is the only part of Christian theology which can really be 
proven.” “Original Sin” explains why you and I are so messed up in our relationships with one another and 
everyone else, it explains the cruelty, bondage and depravity of the human race and all the resulting terrible 
outcomes.  And linked with the “fall of man” in Genesis 3, “Original Sin” can help explain how nature 
itself and the created order has been similarly affected. As we saw in explaining our second important 
question (our purpose), God originally made everything very good. After God had created the world 
including Adam and Eve, there were no catastrophes of “nature” all was perfect.  This is certainly not so 
today.
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Again in the book of Romans, in the 8th chapter, it is explains how all of creation suffers from man’s fall.  
In verses 20-22 the Apostle Paul explains how creation was subjected to the groaning, futility and bondage 
of corruption and awaits the freedom that will come again with the second coming of the Kingdom Jesus 
Christ. 
As you can probably deduce from what has been laid out in this fourth key question of life, there is an real 
answer for what is “wrong’ in this life.  The cure for “Original Sin”, is not to ignore it, but admit by the 
clear evidence all around us that it is real.  But, God has provided an escape to our dilemma, it is found in 
His perfect son, who lived a perfect life in order to “pay” the penalty that we have all incurred.
In the book of Romans the fifth chapter and the eighth verse it is written, ”But God demonstrates His own 
love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” We need a Savior and God provided 
one in His only Son, Jesus Christ. We do not have to fear the anger and wrath of God who created a perfect 
world and has commanded us to follow the rules He has given to us.  Christ lived a perfect life, so that He 
could take our sins upon Himself to pay the price for our disobedience. 
Most if not all of the readers of this article, know the most quoted verse in the Bible found in the Gospel 
of John, “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only Son that whoever believes in Him should not 
perish but have eternal life,” John 3:16. That summarizes it all.  “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and you 
will be saved.” 
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Question 5: What is my ultimate destiny?
Even the most ardent, hard-shelled atheists must ask themselves sometime during their lives (often on 
their death-beds), “Is this all that there is, what I can see, touch and taste and when I die it’s all over?”  
Perhaps the follow-on question would be, “At least I hope so, for I am unprepared for anything else.”  
I’ve noticed over my life-time that most people become some sort of practical theologian at one time or 
another.  Perhaps embracing a “reincarnation possibility” or thinking that a loving God will surely take 
care of things and we have nothing to worry about.  God has made us in His image (Genesis 1:27) and as 
one of the wisest rulers in the Old Testament, Solomon,  stated in  Ecclesiastes 3:11,  God has “put eternity 
in man’s heart.”  We all have a terminal condition, we will die.  The Bible is clear about this, “Just as 
people are destined to die once, and after that to face judgment,” Hebrews 9:27.  This is probably why it 
is so uncomfortable for people to talk about death.
Elizabeth Kubler- Ross, a secular writer,  wrote the classic book,” Death: The Final Stage of Growth” 
about grieving and dying.  She said, “Ours is a death-denying society. But death is inevitable, and we must 
face the question of how to deal with it.” In researching the book she found in hospitals where people 
were dying, the subject of death was seldom talked about. I can offer a clear reason why; we don’t like the 
unknown and the question of what happens after we die is simply too horrifying to grasp unless we have 
a clear faith.  To dwell on such a subject as death and its aftermath would drive a person mad.  Are most 
people therefore, in a state of permanent denial?  I would say “yes”.
Since God has made us in His image, we have minds that think about things like eternity and forces 
that cannot be seen.  We cry out in time of need for God to help us, to remember us.  When we don’t 
know something we almost instinctively say, “God knows” meaning we don’t.  What keeps us then from 
embracing the Son of God who was at the beginning and holds everything together.  As the Bible says in 
Colossians 1:17, “For in Him (Christ) all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and 
invisible….He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together.”  But, there is a catch, as was stated 
in explaining the “solution” in the fourth question to what is wrong in the world.  
We must believe in the Lord Jesus Christ to be saved and in doing so embrace His teachings.  As you 
remember, Christ told his disciples in John 14:15, “If you love Me, you will do what I command (or obey 
my commandments).”  But we don’t believe that Christ is real, we don’t have a belief that has called us to 
faith in the Creator of the world.  The eternal consequences are grave.  Our simple, Children’s Catechism 
question asks, “What will become of the wicked in the Day of Judgment?”  The answer is “They shall 
be cast in to hell.”  And the follow-on question, “What is hell?”  The answer is: “A place of dreadful and 
endless torment.”  Jesus talked more about hell  than He did about heaven.
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The catechism follows up with the next logical question, “What will become of the righteous (remember 
we find our righteousness in Jesus Christ)?  The answer taken directly from the Bible is “They shall be 
taken to heaven.”  And then to properly define heaven, the following question is given, “What is heaven?”  
The answer is: “A glorious and happy place where the righteous shall be forever with the Lord.”
There are multiple verses describing the process of selection to heaven or hell in the Bible.  Probably one 
of the best known is in the Gospel of Matthew 13:49.  “This is how it will be at the end of the age.  The 
angels will come and separate the wicked from the righteous.”  Heaven is described just before this verse, 
in Matthew 13:43, “Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father.  He who has 
ears, let him hear,”
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If God has created a perfect place for our everlasting home, there must be no sin in it.  Because those who 
believe in Jesus Christ have had their sins taken upon Jesus when He died for them on the cross, they 
are accepted into heaven.  One of the New Testament verses that explains this clearly is found in I Peter 
3:18, “For Christ also suffered once for (our) sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God.”  
Perhaps this death of substitution(taking our place) is too hard to comprehend and accept.  Yet it is why 
Jesus had to come in the flesh and die.  
When one of Jesus’ best friends, Lazarus died, Lazarus’ sister, Sarah, asked Jesus why Jesus didn’t stop 
this from happening.  Jesus’ answer in the Gospel of John 11:25-26 is telling for her and us, “I am the 
resurrection and the life.  Whoever believes in me though he die, yet shall he live, and everyone who lives 
and believes in me shall never die. Do you believe this?” So Jesus asks us, as He did Sarah 2000 years ago: 
“Do you believe this?”  If we truly believe that Jesus is the perfect Son of God, who has overcame death 
for us, the question of eternity and our ultimate destiny has been taken care of by Him.
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Conclusion:
For people of the Christian faith these five questions might have been a good, logical review of what they 
believe and why they believe it.  For others who have looked at these five questions seriously, they might 
now be in a quagmire of continuing confusion and unbelief.  Faith is a gift from God.  Please pray for eyes 
to see, ears to hear and a desire to believe.  There are believing Christian churches, almost everywhere.  
One might ask, “Why so many and what’s the difference between them?”  This is a good question that 
would take more time than this short article can give.  Even Christians argue about how the truths of 
Scripture are interpreted and worked out in many ways, which has caused denominations to exist.  The 
center of the Christian faith always has been and still  is belief in what the Apostle Paul called of “first 
importance” in I Corinthians 15:3, “Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, that he was 
buried, that He was raised on the third day.”  Also mentioned  in this same Scripture is that Christ appeared 
to Paul and changed him. I hope you will pray that God will reveal Himself to you as you seek Him; that 
you will read a Bible (start in the Gospel of John) to understand the way of salvation as outlined in this 
article.  
Were you taught the most well-known verse in Scripture?  Let us close now in repeating it, “For God 
so loved the world that He gave His only Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have 
eternal life,” John 3:16. 



14

NOTES


